
The Great Plains: Trends in Rural 

Decline and Urban Growth

Jerry Deichert

Center for Public Affairs Research

University of Nebraska at Omaha



Overview

• Major Economic Sectors

– Farming

• Population Change

• Components of Population Change

• Age Structure

• Current Economic Indicators
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Great Plains Population by County: 2005
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United States Population Per Square Mile by County: 2000
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Great Plains Population Per Square Mile by County: 2000
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Farming-<lependent Counties, 1998-2000
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Source:  US Department of Agriculture, 2002 Census of Agriculture and 1997 Census of Agriculture

Percent Change in Number of Farms: 1959-1997
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Source:  US Department of Agriculture, 2002 Census of Agriculture and 1997 Census of Agriculture
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Source:  US Department of Agriculture, 2002 Census of Agriculture and 1997 Census of Agriculture

Percent Change in Average Farm Size: 1959-2002
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Source:  US Department of Agriculture, 2002 Census of Agriculture and 1997 Census of Agriculture
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Mining-dependent Counties, 1998·2000
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Nonspecialized Counties, 1998·2000
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I'ercent Change 111 Total PopulatIOn tor the United States by County: 1\lSO-200L
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Percen! Change in Total Populalion for lhe Greal Plains by County: 195(}.2000
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Source:  US Census Bureau, 2005 Annual Estimates

Percent Change in Population: 2000-2005
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I'ercent Change 111 Total PopulatIOn tor the United States by County: 2UUU-2UU5
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Percent ChUllge in Total Population for the Greal Plains by County: 2()()().2005
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Source:  US Census Bureau, 2005 Annual Estimates
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Natural Change in the United States by County: 2000-2005
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Source:  US Census Bureau, 2005 Annual Estimates

Net Domestic Migration as a Percent of 2000 Population: 2000-2005
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Domestic Net Migration in the United States by County: 2000-2005
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Domestic Net Migration in the Great Plains by County: 2000·2005
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Source:  US Census Bureau, 2005 Annual Estimates

Net Migration as a Percent of 2000 Population: 2000-2005
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Net Migration in the United States by County: 2000-2005
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Source:  US Census Bureau, 2005 Annual Estimates
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Source:  US Census Bureau, 2005 Annual Estimates

Percent of Population Aged 65 or Older: 2000
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United States Population 65 Years and Older by County: 2000
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Great Plains Population 65 Years and Older by County: 2000
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Source:  US Census Bureau, 2005 Annual Estimates

Colorado

Iowa

Kansas

Minnesota

Montana

Nebraska

New Mexico

North Dakota

Oklahoma

South Dakota

Texas

Wyoming

Percent of Population Aged 85 or Older: 2000

,;

"
n

1
1g

1
17

"
C

1
13

1
23

1
17

"
"

u



United States Population 85 Years and Older by County: 2000
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Great Plains Population 85 Years and Older by County: 2000
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Jnited States Ratio of Male Population to Female Population: 200(
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Great Plains Ratio of Male Population to Female Population: 2000
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Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Information System
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United States Per Capita Personal Income: 2004
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Great Plains Per Capita Personal Income; 2004
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Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Information System
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United States Average Wage and Salary Disbursements: 2004
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Great Plains Average Wage and Salary Disbursements: 2004
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Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Information System

Per Capita Current Personal Transfer Receipts: 2004
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United States Per Capita Personal Current Transfer Receipts: 2004
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Great Plains Per Capita Personal Current Transfer Receipts: 2004
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Source:  US Census Bureau, 2000 Census
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Persons Below Poverty Level for the United States by County: 2000
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Persons Below Pm'eoy Level for the Great Plains by County: 2000
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Contact With Questions

• Jerry Deichert

(402) 554-2134

jdeicher@mail.unomaha.edu

• Also view the CPAR website

http://www.unomaha.edu/~cpar/

http://www.unomaha.edu/~cpar/

